IQ6                            KITCHENER
This telegram shows that the Secretary of
State, far removed from the hustle of the re-
treat and undisturbed by the thousand ques-
tions which were being pressed on the Com-
mander-in-Chief, was able to take a wider and
clearer view of the effect of a British with-
drawal.
Immediately after sending off his telegram
Kitchener consulted his colleagues and then
telegraphed again:
"Your telegram 162 submitted to the
Cabinet The Government are exceedingly
anxious lest your force, at this stage of the
campaign in particular, should, owing to your
proposed retirement so far from the line, not
be able to co-operate closely with our Allies
and render them continual support. They ex-
pect that you will as far as possible conform to
the plans of General Joffre for the conduct of
the campaign. They are waiting for the
answer which you will no doubt send to my
telegram of this morning and have all possible
confidence in your troops and yourself."
The reply to this was received at midnight
It was a long message chiefly repeating former
statements about the shattered condition of the
II Corps and the necessity for refitting. But
.though the British Commander-in-Chief could
not undertake any offensive action it contained
the extraordinary suggestion that " an effective
offensive movement now appears to be open to
the French/' There was no assurance that
the Commander-in-Chief would conform to
the plans of Joffre. " I think you had better